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Preamble 
The Government of Alberta has indicated a desire to review and amend the Metis Settlements Act for the purposes of repealing 
outdated provisions and to enable greater self-governance and autonomy.  The Minister of Indigenous Relations, the Honourable 
Rick Wilson, has proposed a two-phased approach. Phase I (Fall 2020) would include the repeal of outdated provisions, removal of 
the Minister’s role in Financial Allocation Policy provisions and other governance enhancing amendments. Phase II (Spring 2021) 
would include turning over the administration and funding for the Metis Settlements Land Registry to the Metis Settlements General 
Council.   The following table includes the Phase I proposed amendments. 

 

Phase I (Fall 2020) 
Part/Division/Section Current Effect Proposal (GoA or 

MSGC) 
Potential 

Consequences 
Part 1/Division 3/Settlement 
Elections 

• This division deals with 
ineligible candidates. 

• Minister wants a provision 
that would prohibit a 
disqualified councillor 
from running until the next 
general election.  

• None anticipated, 
but s.17(1) (ix) 
already seems to 
prohibit an 
ineligible or 
disqualified 
member from 
being nominated 
as a candidate.  
This should be 
confirmed by legal 
counsel. 

Part 1/Division 4/Resignations, 
Disqualifications and 
Insufficient 
Councillors/s.25(1)(m) 

• This section states that 
a councillor is 
disqualified from 
remaining on council if 
the councillor becomes 

• Minister would like to 
expand this to include 
debts to the MSGC, 
entities owned or 

• Could act as a 
more effective 
deterrent for bad 
debt. 
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indebted to any 
settlement for more 
than $250 without a 
written agreement and 
is not behind in 
payments. 

controlled by the MSGC 
and the settlements. 

• Minister wants to increase 
the threshold amount.  

Part 2/Division 4/Making 
Bylaws/Emergencies 
 
And s.240(2) 
 
And Schedule 
1/Bylaws/Health, safety and 
welfare/s.4 and 12 

• This section allows 
council, by resolution, 
to ignore the normal 
bylaw notification and 
approval processes in 
an emergency that 
affects the health or 
safety of the 
settlement. 

• s.240 allows the 
Minister to make, 
amend or repeal a 
regulation in order to 
protect the public 
interest. 

• s.4 and 12 allow 
council to make bylaws 
to promote the health 
and safety and welfare 
of the residents of the 
settlement area. 

• Minister wants to the 
authority to make a 
Ministerial Order in the 
event of an emergency, to 
address limitation periods 
and other procedural 
requirements that are 
difficult to follow in an 
emergency.  

• Takes some 
authority from 
Settlement 
councils. 

• Could be important 
in emergencies as 
GoA has greater 
resources. 

Part 4/Division 7/Access to 
Patented Land/s.111(b) 

• This section sates, 
““Co-management 
Agreement” means the 
document set out in 

• The Minister wishes to 
repeal the sub-section.  

• It is unclear what 
this amendment 
would accomplish.  
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Schedule 3 as 
amended.” “(i) before 
it is signed, by the 
Minister of Resource 
Development, the 
General Council and 
the 8 settlements…” 

Legal review is 
recommended. 

Part 6/Division 1/Payments 
into the Consolidated 
Fund/s.140(1)(e) 

• This section refers to 
the ten $10,000,000 
annual payments paid 
to the General Council 
in accordance with the 
Metis Settlements 
Accord Implementation 
Act. 

• The Minister indicated this 
is an outdated reference 
and should be repealed.  

• No consequences 
anticipated. 
Housekeeping – 
outdated 
reference. 

Part 6/Division 1/Payments 
into the Consolidated 
Fund/s.140(2)(a) 

• This section refers to 
the annual payments 
of $5,000,000 paid to 
the Commissioner in 
accordance with the 
Metis Settlements 
Accord Implementation 
Act. 

• The Minister indicated this 
is an outdated reference 
and should be repealed.  

• No consequences 
anticipated. 
Housekeeping – 
outdated 
reference. 

Part 6/Division 2/General 
Council Financial Allocation 
Policy 

• This division deals with 
the yearly financial 
matters of settlements 
and the general 
council. 

• The Minister has indicated 
a willingness to repeal his 
authority with respect to 
Financial Allocation Policy 
matters.  

• This is a matter for 
discussion by the 
GC Assembly. 

Part 6/Division 1/Payments out 
of the Consolidated 
Fund/s.142(2)(d) 

• Indicates that no 
money is to be paid 
out of Part 2 of the 

• The Minister indicated this 
is an outdated reference 
and should be repealed. 

• No consequences 
anticipated. 
Housekeeping – 
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Consolidated Fund 
except after March 31, 
2007, in accordance 
with a General Council 
Policy. 

outdated 
reference. 

Part 6/Division 2/s.154(1)(e) • This section references 
matching grants paid 
to settlements in 
accordance with the 
Metis Settlements 
Accord Implementation 
Act. 

• The Minister has indicated 
this is an outdated 
provision and should be 
repealed.  

• No consequences 
anticipated. 
Housekeeping – 
outdated 
reference. 

Part 11.1/Joint Review 
Committee/s.246(3) 

• This section states, 
“The Joint Review 
Committee shall, on or 
before December 31, 
2013 or a date agreed 
on by the Minister the 
General Council.” 

• The Minister has indicated 
this is an outdated 
provision and should be 
repealed. 

• No consequences 
anticipated.  
Housekeeping – 
outdated 
reference. 

Part 12 Transitional 
Provisions/Division 1/s.248(1) 

• This section gives the 
Minister authority to 
make regulations 
governing the first 
annual election of 
council under the Act. 

• The Minister has indicated 
this is an outdated 
provision and should be 
repealed. 

• No consequences 
anticipated. 
Housekeeping – 
outdated 
reference. 

Part 12/Transitional 
Provisions/Division 2/Interim 
councillors/s.251(1) 

• This section indicates 
that the Minister must 
appoint interim 
councillors as soon 
after October 32, 1990. 

• The Minister has indicated 
this is an outdated 
provision and should be 
repealed.  

• It appears all the 
subsections, with the 

• No consequences 
anticipated. 
Housekeeping – 
outdated 
references. 
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exception of (4), which 
states that settlements are 
not Provincial 
corporations, should be 
repealed. (MSGC 
suggestion) 

Part 12/Transitional 
Provisions/Division2/Interim 
officers of General 
Council/s.252(1) 

• This section indicates 
that the Minister must 
appoint interim 
officers of the GC. 

• The Minister has indicated 
this is an outdated 
provision and should be 
repealed.  

• It appears all the 
subsections, with the 
exception of (5), which 
states that the General 
Council is not a Provincial 
corporation, should be 
repealed. (MSGC 
suggestion) 

• No consequences 
anticipated. 
Housekeeping – 
outdated 
references. 

Part 12/Transitional 
Provisions/Division2/Amending 
boundaries of improvement 
districts/s.255 

• This section indicates 
that the Minister of IDs 
was to amend the 
boundaries of those 
IDs in which the 
settlement areas are 
located so that the 
settlement areas cease 
to be part of the 
geographic area of the 
improvement districts. 

• The Minister of IR 
indicates this is an 
outdated provision and 
should be repealed. (GoA 
suggestion) 

• It is unknown 
whether this action 
was undertaken by 
the Minister of IDs 
(the Minister of 
Municipal Affairs) 
and no action 
should be taken 
until this is 
determined and 
any implications 
likewise 
determined. 
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Part 12/Division 5/Election 
Review/s.264 

• This section required 
the Minister and the 
General Council, in 
1994, to review and 
make a report about 
the election process, 
system and legislation 
for the election of 
councillors, and the 
election system for 
officers of the General 
Council. 

• The Minister indicates this 
is an outdated provision 
and should be repealed. 

• It may be 
worthwhile to 
review the report 
before this section 
is repealed. 

 


